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of raw dogwood, suffered above the bed. This crucifix, contrasting starkly with the white walls, reinforced the impression of monastic economy..He was uncomfortable, achy,
thirsty, but he remained utterly still and observant. After a while, he realized that the sense of oppression with which he'd awakened was not entirely a psychological
symptom: Something heavy lay across his abdomen. And it was cold-so cold, in fact, that it had numbed his middle to the extent that he hadn't immediately felt the chill of it.
Shivers coursed through him. He clenched his jaws to prevent his teeth from chattering and thereby alerting the man in the chair. Although he never took his eyes off the
comer, Junior became preoccupied with trying to puzzle out what was draped across his midsection. The mysterious observer made him sufficiently nervous that he couldn't
order his thoughts as well as usual, and the effort to prevent the shivers from shaking a sound out of him only further interfered with his ability to reason. The longer that he
was unable to identify the frigid object, the more alarmed he became. He almost cried out when into his mind oozed an image of Naomi's dead body, now past the whitest
shade of pale, as gray as the faint light at the window and turning pale green in a few places, and cold, all the heat of life gone from her flesh, which was not yet simmering
with any of the heat of decomposition that would soon enliven it again..sky grew sullen in the early twilight, and the city once more arrayed itself in the red gesso and gold
leaf that had indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the previous night..They wore out a lot of cards and kept a generous supply of all types of decks on
hand..Increasingly, he used meditation to relieve stress. He was so skilled at concentrative meditation without seed-blanking his mind-that half an hour of it was as
refreshing as a night's sleep..He said this as though confident Agnes would understand what he meant, with a smile and with a glint in his eyes that almost became a wink,
as if they were members of a secret society in which these three repeated words were code, embodying a complex meaning other than what was apparent to the
uninitiated..The street in front of the gallery was as flooded by a sea of fog as the alleyway at the back. The headlights of passing traffic probed the gloom like beams from
deep-salvage submersibles at work on the ocean floor.."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his motivation, but if you were
tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".But, ah, the heft of the candlestick, the smooth arc it made, and the crack of contact had
been as hugely satisfying as any home-run swing that had ever won a baseball World Series..His precious wife had fallen from the tower and died only hours before this girl
was born. This girl ... this vessel..A pang of regret pierced her, that her boy's precocity should deny him this fine fantasy, as her morose father had denied it to her. "He's
real," she asserted..He decided to use the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the better. Maybe luck would be with
him..Weatherworkers used to carry a leather sack in which they said they kept the winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for
show, but every weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch..Laying the gun on the newspaper, he dropped into the chair. He picked up his coffee. The
search of the house had been conducted with such urgency that the java was still pleasantly hot..Junior worried that he might not locate the correct Dumpster among the
many. Yet he didn't switch on the flashlight, suspecting that he would be better able to find his way if the conditions of darkness and fog were exactly as they had been
earlier. In fact, this proved to be the case, and he instantly recognized the hulking Dumpster when he came upon it..Although their apartments were above the garage, back
to back, each was served by a separate exterior staircase. As often as either man entered the other's domain, they might as well have lived hundreds of miles apart..The
parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even charming house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a glamorous showcase adequate
for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living room..The enormous canopy of the oak didn't shelter the lawn beneath
it. The leaves spooned the rain from the air, measuring it by the ounce, releasing it in thick drizzles instead of drop by drop..Find the father, kill the son. In just nine days,
Junior bedded four beautiful women: one on Christmas Eve, the next on Christmas Night, the third on New Year's Eve, and the fourth on New Year's Day. For the first time
in his life-and on all four occasions-his joy in the act was less than complete..The corroded casement-operating mechanism began to give way, as did the hinges, and the
window sagged outward.."What room has Mrs. Lombardi been moved to?" she asked. "I'd like to ... to see her before I go.".Harmless though they were, the sight of them,
swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him --inexplicably, irrationally, undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright
fear..Suddenly remembering the doctor's assurance to Neddy that they would be out of this building by week's end, Celestina said, "But we've nowhere to go."."And after
Phimie was gone ... he still hoped to learn the rapist's name, put him in prison. But then something changed his mind ... oh, maybe two years ago. Suddenly, he wanted to
let it go, leave judgment to God. He said if the rapist was as twisted as Phimie claimed, then Angel and I might be in danger if we ever learned a name and went to the
police. Don't stir a hornet's nest, let sleeping dogs he, and all that. I don't know what changed his mind."."I wasn't drinking," he said. "That's proven. But I admit being
reckless, driving too fast in the rain. They cited me for that, for running the light.".Through her efforts, the Bright Beach Public Library sponsored an amibitious oral-history
project financed by two private foundations and by an annual strawberry festival. Local retirees were enlisted to record the stories of their lives, so that their experiences,
insights, and knowledge wouldn't be lost to generations yet unborn..The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his mother ceased worrying about him falling out of
bed..Sklent came to mind, perhaps because of the strange drawing on the girl's sketch pad. Sklent at that Christmas Eve party, only a few months ago but a lifetime away.
The theory of spiritual afterlife without a need for God. Prickly-bur spirits. Some hang around, haunting out of sheer mean stubbornness. Some fade away. Others
reincarnate..Thrusting the red rose at her again, insistently pressing it against her hand to distract her, Junior swung the Merlot, and just as Sinatra sang the word sugar
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with a bounce, the bottle smacked Victoria in the center of her forehead..Nevertheless, Junior was thrilled to hear the name Bartholomew, and to know that the boy of whom
Celestina spoke was the Bartholomew of Bartholomews, the menacing presence in his unremembered dream, the threat to his fortune and future that must be
eliminated..Late Monday afternoon, September 19, Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in
Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest, depressed by lack of success, he sought refuge in meditation..Without sigh or complaint, he would walk back to her with
the purse. The errand was no trouble. In fact, returning the purse would give him a chance to get another good-night kiss..Recognizing the danger of saying the wrong thing,
the potential for self-incrimination, Junior clenched his jaws and waited..The second ring was followed by a click, and then a familiar droning voice said, "Hello. I'm Thomas
Vanadium-".Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd
done at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..Nolly raised his martini glass in a toast. "To Kathleen Klerkle Wulfstan, dentist and
associate detective.".Here they came at last, guns drawn, wary. Different uniforms, yet they reminded him of the cops in Oregon, gathered in the shadow of the fire tower.
The same faces: hard-eyed, suspicious.."That wasn't gossip," Grace insisted. "I was just telling you that Paul got the swing repaired and rehung.".Bill wasn't impressed.
"They build houses out of mud in China. No wonder everything falls down.".The roses filling the countersunk vases in the comers of Joey's gravestone were not
Edom-grown, but they were Edom-bought. He had visited the florist himself, personally selecting each bloom from the inventory in the cooler; but he didn't have the courage
to accompany Agnes and Barty to the grave..No longer pinned to the bed by an intravenous feed of fluids and medications, provided with pajamas and a thin cotton robe to
replace his backless gown, Junior was encouraged to test his legs and get some."Holding fast to the boy's right foot, Jacob observed that one elevator might descend safely
but that if they took two, one or the other was certain to crash to the bottom of the shaft, considering the unreliability of all machinery made by man..Agnes rubbed noses
with him again, kissed him, and rose from the edge of the bed.."so she's married," Junior said, figuring that maybe Celestina wasn't his heart mate, after all.."I already told
you-anything in your heart is as easy to read as the open page of a book.".Her hands trembled as she attempted to fold her sister's clothes into the small suitcase. What
should have been a simple task became a daunting challenge; the fabric seemed to come alive in her hands and slip through her fingers, resisting every attempt to organize
it. When eventually she realized there was no reason to be neat, she tossed the garments into the bag without concern for wrinkling them..Five days later, on Barty's
birthday morning, when Agnes and Edom were in the kitchen, making preparations for the visits that had earned her the affectionate title of Pie Lady, Barty was in his
highchair, eating a vanilla wafer lightly dampened with milk. Each time a crumb fell from the cookie, the boy plucked it off the tray and neatly conveyed it to his
tongue.."Where did you hear that expression," she demanded, though she couldn't conceal her amusement..A blood test might prove that Junior was the father.
Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family, perhaps not even with the hope of sending him to prison, but solely
for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..A sudden strange weakness, a formless dread, dropped Agnes out of her
crouch and onto her knees beside the boy..Junior hadn't suffered a paranormal experience since the early- morning hours of October 18, when he'd drifted up from a vile
dream of worms and beetles to hear the ghostly singer's faint a cappella serenade. Shouting at her to shut up, he had awakened neighbors..He used the kitchen phone, at
the comer secretary. The blood had been cleaned up long ago, of course, and the minor damage from the ricocheting bullet had been repaired..Maria stopped praying with
her knuckle rosary and resorted to a long swallow of wine..Such quiet filled the house that Agnes couldn't hear even the murmuring miseries of the past..WHEN A GLASS
OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain was allowed a second glass, though he was admonished He was also given three saltines..Being
uniquely sensitive, he had mourned Naomi with his entire body, with violent emesis and pharyngeal bleeding and incontinence. His grief had been so racking that it might
have killed him. Enough was enough.
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