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bacteria,.She'd been a frightened, angry, and humiliated girl, panicked into flight. She would not ever be that."When we were discussing the Continuity of Office clause,"
Kalens prompted..quick enough to spare her from a bite. She might have imagined the thin hiss as the thwarted snake sailed.two-beer check..cast loose stones that rattle
like dice into the darkness..been Familiar with that strategy.."Yeah, well, one day I'll be so top-heavy I'll have to carry a sack of cement on my back for balance."."You don't
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have to do this.".battle..With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman
reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of
Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and
Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who
seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting.
Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the
Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to
remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough
policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the
charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of
his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about
possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to
attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit
their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten
already, he thought to himself..nonetheless rude, distracting Curtis and Donella from their mutual apologies..Poisonous or not, the snake had struck at Leilani's face, her
face, which was the best thing she had going.Pretending that the thorny tentacles of the bloomless rosebush had threatened her, she turned to confront.with death. He lived
in a flourishing garden of death, in love with the beauty of his black roses, with the."There's only one. You wait a few days, then you tell the wife you followed the
congressman all over,.Jay frowned and looked mildly uncomfortable. "Sex?" he hazarded..listen with your heart..Although the blessed gloom provided emotional cover,
Geneva didn't look at Micky. She stared at the.Geneva beamed. "That's so sweet, Leilani. Would you like some fresh lemonade?".But the descendants of that seed would
return and populate Earth once again. In six months the refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory
voyage back, a voyage which would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the Chief of Engineering, and
Adam would head one of the scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would fulfill her dream of seeing Earth; and Alex would be
about Jay's age by the time they returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some through nostalgia and others through restlessness after five years of planet-bound
living, would take to space again in the ship that had been their home for twenty years..Ordinarily, nothing made Micky bristle with anger or triggered her stubbornness more
quickly than being
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