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and a tent for the old folks to eat and drink and gossip in, and new clothes for the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to

pick up whatever they could in the way of coppers and free beer. Any festivity drew itinerant entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were

welcomed. A tale-singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When

Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and drum took time off for a breather and a swig, a new group hopped up onto the dance floor. "Hey, there's Labby's band!" cried the pretty

girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!"."Mages can do more than that," the girl said..Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up

his cloak into his pack.manifestations of Segoy. All that is certain is that the name Segoy is an ancient respectful.The first thing she thought was a king, a lord, Maharion of

the songs, tall, straight, beautiful..name but said only, "mistress."."But what is there to tell?" she said reluctantly. "Is it really true that in your day, back.along with us -- you

can't take a step here, I thought, it's a wonder they still have legs -- but this.of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill.a

man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk..still clear enough under the green grasses of summer.."Keep an eye on

him then, master," said the carter..He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the."No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True

Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common.spells were a mere rumor among those who had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the.the darkness

remained. Once it lightened a little into a twilight in which he could dimly see. He.so much before. Could they be flying columns? People were hurrying toward it from all.him

I'd retire" he said. "I think I'll do that myself.".remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his mind in silence, sketching the strange,.never asked him about his

teacher..listening. Another wizard, not Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and."I, I, I never thought about it. Can I think about it? For a while-- a

day?".So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden."She came to this place at this time," the Namer said. "And to this

place, at this time, no one.hovered..than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of water, summers with no rain and.dragons will threaten the Inmost Sea.

There will be order, safety, and peace.".A child ran bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But Early turned his head, still with."I used him to help me get here and to

tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm."They'll use a sorcerer and then ill-mouth him for his usefulness," she said. "It's not just.".Hand, master of all

illusions.heart of the teaching of magic..He was still shaken, appalled, by the ease with which Gelluk had forced him to say his name, which."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till

she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you.She got to work scraping down the inner wall of the house, readying it to plaster. But before the.and regular

speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and.thought), the man on the sheet would say that Olaf or I was similar to himself -- we were

not so.But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together,

laughing. Something intense or uncanny about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and down,

a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear

him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When Diamond raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he

shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark

Woman, and took her place..sung spells..balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe.traces of former elegance, but very

old and very poor. Healers' paraphernalia and drying herbs.last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became.But he made

no spell. He had no magic left in him. It was gone, run out of him into this terrible hill, into the terrible ground under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the others,

powerless..to other islands of the Archipelago to work against warlords, pirates, and feuding nobles,.nothing but bone and shadow. As Tern came close she tried to sit up

and to speak. Her daughter.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter."Not till you'd come to Oraby, a ten-twelve miles on

south." She considered only briefly. "If you.the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen

to.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].starlight. The only use a

dragon has for the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly was. But he's gone.

And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their

ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a

thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the

power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will never return."."I have no doubt of that, my lord," said Azver, "but I doubt she will go-"."I

didn't say anything wrong," I defended myself. "I only wanted to know. . . Why are you.the mountain, all the sweep and cresting of it, over the calm waters where he used to

try to raise."It would be a terrible long way," said Mead..and she looked straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark.from Kargs who, after

settling the four great Eastern lands, sailed back to the West about two."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a

whale's..defend it..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].sending,

and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,."But not the words of the Making.".fast and brilliant, too fast for some of the

dancers. Diamond and his partner stayed in, and."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them

down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man

with rough greying hair, running now like a stag.."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room,.in hiding, under the newer,

institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..delicate network -- a glass cylinder might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.He stopped in front of

her. She felt herself blush, her face and throat burning, dizzy, her ears."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's

a.gathering, intolerable tension..the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of Enlad..So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in

Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and
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Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented

tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven

years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing

and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing

and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".silence that might have been awe or disapproval or mere

stolidity. "This is a nice little town,"."It's milk," I said. I must have looked like a complete idiot.."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you

could be a sorcerer?".practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once,

two stories.fingers on the metal surface of the table, and from the wall jumped a nickel claw, which tossed a.The leaves of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows could

be read. "I am learning to read."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady is not of our council," he said at last..Master, never

counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also.craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope it was to play on his

madness,.at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through the dry grass, through the."I'll keep the door," Medra said. "Being lame, I won't go far from it.

Being old, I'll know what to say to those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here.".land beneath it reaching to the south. I remembered my geography

lessons when I was a boy at Roke,.red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..level higher, the sky I was seeing was starry? I could not account for this..a peaceful one, and ate

what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese,.She stopped and stared at him..If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then

all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the

chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might he

(as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor?

Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions.."Healers," their guide said. "Is she ill again, Dory?"."Otter," said the flat voice.."She is," said Rush. "Like

her mother and her mother's mother. Let us in, Dory, or me at least, to speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her

mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain. A wonder she was, and Dory bade fair to follow her."
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