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fiction, American, [I. Fantasy. 2. Short stories.]

I. Title..Ashamed and scared, she told no one. Although a victim, she blamed herself, and the prospect of being exposed to

ridicule so horrified her that despair got the better of good judgment..The bullet had been fired by a renegade cop who was every bit as lousy a marksman as he was a
corrupt scumball. He'd been aiming for Nolly's crotch..He was as solid as any boy. He was in the day but not in the rain. He was moving toward the back of the car.."Really,
Angel," Barty said with genuine concern, "it might be scary. I got another one we could listen to, if you want.".Glancing at the plump pie in Edom's hands, the gentleman
replied to Agnes in a musical yet gravelly voice worthy of Louis Armstrong: "You must be the lady Reverend Collins told me about.".Late Monday afternoon, September 19,
Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest,
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plate of butter cookies, little paper doilies between each cup and saucer..Standing near the foot of the bed in a shapeless blue suit, Vanadium might have been the work of
an eccentric artist who had carved a man out of Spam and dressed the meaty sculpture in thrift-shop threads.
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