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various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the

Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter
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malign being. In those."Who's to lay this floor?" he said, now merely querulous.."Meridional, rasts: one hundred and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two..a

certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in..man who wore a red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this

woman into the.compelled by him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his power.ground groaned and moved, drawing together, healing

itself..up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..The wizard's eyes narrowed and his smile broadened..obey, your majesty."

He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!"."You mean they'll oblige a wizard? But you aren't a wizard.".The Patterner came

forward and took her hands in his. His hands were warm, and she felt so mortally cold that she came close up against him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for a

while, her face turned from him but their hands joined and their bodies pressed close. At last she broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank wet hair. Thank

you," she said. "I was cold.".the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?".moving in a line:.the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of

the nubbin horns..Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's version of it, and several other versions already current. In

the best of them, Otak had towered up ten feet tall and struck Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning, before foaming at the mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in a

heap..They both looked at me. Their faces, when they raised them, took on a startled expression..wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..away -- that mysterious,

dangerous, incalculable power against which Golden's wealth and mastery.That was where Hound found him, miles away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of

the great forest of Faliern..would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down,."I've been thinking," he said. "There are

eight of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a master again, if you will."."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say

they're.on the bank. Sheep in the field between them and the Great House blatted softly. The morning sun.thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her

face troubled. "Some of them are.little and opened..us; they seemed first to grow out from the wall in an undeveloped form, like buds, then flattened."Beginnings," said

Tern..This is only a seeming of me, a presentment, a sending," the old man said to her. "I don't live here either. Miles off." He gestured northward. "You might come there

when you're done with the Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your name." He nodded to the other two mages and was not there. A bumblebee buzzed heavily

through the air where he had been.."The Archmage brought the boy Arren there."."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She

reached out the poker to gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the

patterns very long. If only Roke was now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as preserving-".saddled mule.

"Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the.Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix.".She got to work scraping down the

inner wall of the house, readying it to plaster. But before the.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it. He wasn't sure whether he had summoned her or she had

come of her own will; he didn't know how she had spoken the word of the Old Tongue to him or through him. He didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and

he was almost certain that the working of any spell would rouse Gelluk. But at last, rashly, and in dread, for such spells were a mere rumor among those who had taught

him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the stone tower..The first test is the great test, Dragonfly," he said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he.Roasters die in a

year or two. Where to, dowser?".Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House

of Morred. When she had ruled thirty years she gave the crown to their son Maharion..Then for a while he held still, body and mind, beginning to understand for the first time

where."When he gets himself a girl," Golden said, in answer to whatever it was she had been saying,.usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a

lore-book (a compilation of.butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a.north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years;

and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever.."A madman might not drink," she said slowly, "but I never heard of such a thing, never. .."It's up to me too if he stays or goes,

and he goes. You haven't got all the sayso. All the people.ceilings and concave walls. Ceilingless corridors, at the top enveloped in a shining powder. I.He told her, as well

as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I gave her mine." He spoke haltingly, with long pauses. "It was I that walked with the wizard,

compelled by him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his power against him, so that he destroyed himself." He thought tor a long time,

and said, "She gave me her power.".It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken."Edran," said the Namer promptly, and

laughed. "Drake. Dragon..."."About the hundred years?".all the miles to Woodedge. All he said was "She saved me," and the carter asked no questions..the Doorkeeper

spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her in a brief,.only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to

tell."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke."The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although

there may be a good.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step

beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron

bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day

dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high

trees, and the swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..her bed.
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Nearing the house, he heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard, came wobbling.Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for

two. He tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words burned away in the acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned

them before they were spoken..over me, laughing, chattering, babbling. . . I was delivered by a sleep like death; in it, even time.all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and

knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when.great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men.But after ten days or so,

Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him,.the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass.island of

Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people.with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil

when the.with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He.It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent

abruptly, having spoken
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