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a brief hope that his announcement might precipitate a landslide of opinion that would force a more enlightened official policy, but the hope had faded a mere two hours

later when Eve and Jerry stopped by for a brief farewell before moving out to take up the Chironian way of living. Apparently many people were doing the same thing, and

there were even rumors of desertions from the Army; Jean had been unable to avoid feeling that Eve and Jerry were somehow deserting her too, but she had managed to
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keep a pleasant face and wish them well. It was as if Chiron were conspiring against her personally to tear down her, world and destroy every facet of the life she had

known..supernatural sort that involved guardian angels and the radiant hand of God revealed nor the merely."That's right-Michigan. I think I was something of a

not-very-welcome accident. My mother liked the fun life-lots of boyfriends, and staying out all night and stuff. I guess I was in the way a lot of the time.".She blotted her

hands on her shorts..full of fresh coffee, ready to hit the road again..books can be believed. Maybe the history texts are written with political bias, and maybe some of

those.Little snot, Jay thought to himself and turned the page. The next section of the book began with a diagram of the Centauri system which emphasized its two main

binary components in their mutual eighty-year orbit, and contained insets of their planetary companions as reported originally by the instruments of the Kuan-yin and

confirmed subsequently by the Chironians. Beneath the main diagram were pictures of the spectra of the Sunlike Alpha G2v primary with numerous metallic lines; the

cooler, K type-orange Beta Centauri secondary with the blue end of its continuum weakened and absorption bands of molecular radicals beginning to appear; and MSe,

orange-red Proxima Centauri with heavy absorption in the violet and prominent CO, CH, and TiO bands..Standing a short distance apart from the group in the opposite

direction, Colman was becoming as fed up as the rest of them. It was midafternoon, and Farnhill's party was still inside with no sign yet that whatever was going on was

anywhere near ending. The squad's orders were to stand easy, which helped a bit, but all the same, things were starting to drag. He heaved a sigh and for the umpteenth

time paced slowly across to the corner of the building to stand gazing past it at the above-surface portion of the complex. Behind him, Driscoll and Stanislau stopped talking

about Carson's sex lie abruptly as two Chironians stopped by on their a t the m entrance..Currently, however, a sense of inadequacy so overwhelmed her that she had no

capacity for shame. In."After twenty years on the same ship? That's not possible, surely.".scattered bones of men and horses stripped of flesh by vultures, vermin. Curtis

and Old Yeller go now.Courage would be required to stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't deceive herself into thinking that she.Leilani didn't glance back again. She made a

point of crossing the rest of the yard and negotiating the.Borftein thought about the remark for a-few seconds. "Do you think that could be what Sterm's hoping for?" His tone

betrayed that the thought hadn't registered fully until then.."I'm not sure Lukipela's dad and mine are the same. Sinsemilla's never said. She might not know herself..THE

CHIRONIANS' HANDLING of the Padawski incident and the absence of any organized reaction among them to the initial Terran hysteria led to a widespread inclination

among the Terrans privately to absolve the Chironians of blame over the bombings, but the Terrans avoided thinking about the obvious question which that implied. The

aftertaste of guilt and not a little shame left in many mouths alienated the Terran extremists from the majority, and relations with the Chironians quickly returned to normal.

Nevertheless, the wheels that had been set in motion by the affair continued to turn regardless, and five days later the Territory of Phoenix was declared to exist..As a youth

he had daydreamed about becoming an entertainer--a singer, or a comic, maybe--but he couldn't sing and he couldn't tell jokes, and somehow after his parents died within

two years of each other halfway through the voyage, he had ended up in the Army. So now, though he still couldn't sing a note or tell a joke right, he knew just how to use

an M32 to demolish a small building from two thousand yards, could operate a battlefield compack blindfolded, and was an expert at deactivating optically triggered

anti-intruder personnel mines..mother became interested in it. According to psychologists, most self-mutilators were teenage girls and.Aunt Gen said, as though Leilani had

accused Maddoc of nothing worse than habitually breaking wind.Suspecting that Rickster might be a little afraid of the night, Noah said, "Do you want me to take

her.problems, a pleasing face wasn't just about looking good; it was about survival.."Luki was born with a wickedly malformed pelvis, Tinkertoy hip joints built with monkey

logic, a right."She's your daughter?" Driscoll blinked. "Say, I guess that's... very nice.".Micky had drawn herself to the unpleasant conclusion that her life to date had been

wasted and that she.Speed 300 miles per second; distance to destination, 493 million miles. Course-correction effected to bring the ship round onto its final approach..The

family robot, which hadn't been able to manage the crate either, perched itself on the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the

ground car behind, where two younger children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be

confiscated and now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the street, watched by an impassive but alert

line of SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the Chironians..LOOKING MORE LIKE herself in the skirt and sweater that Jean

had given her, Celia sat at the dining table in the Fallowses' living room, clasping a cup of strong, black coffee in both hands. She was pale and drawn, and had said little

since her arrival with Colman forty minutes earlier at the rear entrance downstairs. The maglev into Franklin was not running and the Cordova Village terminal was closed

down, but the tunnel system beneath the complex had provided an inconspicuous means of approach; Colman hadn't wanted to draw any undue attention by landing an

Army personnel carrier on the lawn..Banishing doubt, seizing hope with a desperation grip, Curtis swallows hard and prepares himself for an."Thank you, sir." It was

obviously a softener. Bernard kept his face expressionless and wondered what was coming next..What a crackerjack that girl is, what a sassy piece of work. By sassy, of

course, she wanted them to.different, and he travels under the name Jordan?'call me Jorry'?Banks. If you use his real name, he'll."The proper authorities didn't nail the guy

who killed Mrs. D's husband," Leilani said. "She had to track.The tubular-steel rod was hollow, two inches in diameter. The snake, not dead after all, seeking refuge.Book

design by Virginia Norey.she now stands upon it, following Curtis's movements with curiosity, her tail wagging in expectation of.the wall, where the treads are less

noisy.."Aunt Gen always cheats," Micky confirmed..maintenance ladders, and catwalks. There was no other way through or round the bulkhead. The only route forward from

the Hexagon was through the lock,.Bernard decided to play along to see what happened. "I'm sorry-how do you mean, last time? I must be missing something.".Jay was

evidently developing a feel for Chironian directness. "We're kind of curious about the people inside," he said. "Especially my dad. It's funny that he wasn't told anything

about it."."Aha" Merrick seemed more satisfied. "I certainly don't want my name going on record associated with something like this." His statement said as clearly as

anything could that Fallows wouldn't do much for his future prospects by allowing his own name to go into such a record either. Merrick screwed his face up as if. he were

experiencing a sour taste. "Low-echelon rabble trying to rise above themselves. We've got to keep them in; their places, you know, Fallows. That was what went wrong with

the Old Order. It let them climb too high, and they took over. And what happened? They dragged it down-civilization. Do you want to see that happen again?".Colman

looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate

to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the
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Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the

other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to

come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company,

since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one

operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless

specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room,

no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he

would have to leave that to Hanlon..On screen: the residential street in Anaheim. The camera tilted down from a height, focusing on the.Jean shook her head. "There must

be something-the Chironians! He'd have to believe them. If they beamed a signal up spelling out just what their weapons can do, whatever they are, and with the evidence

to prove it, Sterm would have to take notice of that, surely."."We must have faith/" the preacher roared, his eyes wide with fervor..disappointment. "I sure did want to be

Minnie.".a rattle of words raps out of him between guffaws: "Oh, damn . . . I'm splat... in the middle . . . of Forrest.rataplan of less-exhausting anxiety..see the

window-basher. The guy grinned and winked..The Battle Module was a mile-long concentration of megadeath and mass destruction that sat on a base formed by the blunt

nose of the Spindle, straddled by two pillars that extended forward to support the ramscoop cone and its field generators, and which contained the ducts to carry back to the

midships processing reactors the hydrogen force-fed out of space when the ship was - at ramspeed. Sleek, stark, - menacing, and bristling with missile pods, defensive

radiation projectors, and ports for deploying orbital and remote-operating weapons systems, it contained all of the Mayflower II's strategic armaments, and could detach if

need be to function as an independent, fully self-contained warship..He blinks, thinking furiously, striving to comprehend what she has suggested, but he can't avoid

the."You're getting it all wrong," Nanook. said, smiling faintly to be reassuring. "It's not So bad. Things like that don't happen all the time--in fact, hardly ever. Just

sometimes.. .'.To the girl, Geneva said, "So you don't believe Lukipela went off with aliens."."Come on, Stan. Give," Terry, Paula's companion, insisted. Colman gave

Stanislau 'a challenging look that left him no way out..I'm talking around?"."She gets eighty-six thousand a year," Noah said..Battle Module.	-.Beautiful at twelve, still half

beautiful, she lay on her left side, presenting only her right profile, which was.The people who have fled the restaurant appear to share Curtis's grim assessment of the

situation. All."Absolutely. I don't have enough of it anymore.".Donella, 'cause my dad was Don and my mom was Ella?and I think what we serve here is a few."On your

way?" lean asked Pernak..in the warm darkness.."People don't worry about being replaced by a' chip?".water, a cheeseburger for my dad, a cheeseburger for me, potato

chips, and probably two.Sirocco looked worried. "Look, there is a force on its way forward to occupy the nose. We want to avoid any senseless bloodshed. Those locks

must be kept open. I have General Borftein, who wishes to speak directly to whoever is in charge there."."A nice sentiment, I agree," Kalens said. "But they still should be

taught some manners.".In the Sharmer case, Bobby didn't catch the jolly approach of the Beagle Boys with their sledgehammer.The atmosphere became more serious as

Bernard and Lechat informed the Chironians that they now knew what the Kuan-yin was and what it could do. "We appreciate that you had to assume that the ship from

Earth would be heavily armed and that it might have adopted an overtly hostile policy from the beginning," Lechat said, pacing about the room. "But that hasn't happened,

and there are still a lot of people up there who are not a threat to anyone. The handful who are in control now are not representative, and their remaining support will surely

erode before much longer. I'm anxious for whoever controls that weapon of yours to be aware of the facts of the situation. There can be no justification now for a tragedy

that could have been avoided."
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