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among the compromises has already become ready. With everyone in the diner now aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking

him, he dropped the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area

behind it..He shook so badly that he couldn't remove the cap from the bottle. He was proud to be more sensitive than most people, to be so full of feeling, but sometimes

sensitivity was a curse..Here, now, came the anaconda smile. "Did you argue about the baby, Enoch? Maybe she wanted it, and you didn't. Guy like you--a baby would

cramp your style. Too much responsibility.".In the living room, he removed a decorative pillow from the sofa. He carried it into the foyer..Occasionally he woke in the night

and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered

three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..For each

of them, Agnes put one scoop of vanilla ice cream in a tall glass of root beer, and after changing quickly into their pajamas, they sat together in Barty's bed, enjoying their

treats, while she read aloud the last sixty pages of Starman Jones..Their apartment was in a four-story Victorian house that dripped gingerbread, in the exclusive Pacific

Heights district. It had been converted to apartments with deep respect for the architecture, years before Wally bought it..Agnes discovered that watching her child be totally

consumed by a new enthusiasm was an unparalleled delight. Through Barty, she had a tantalizing sense of what her own childhood might have been like if her father had

allowed her to have one, and at times, listening to the boy exclaim about the space-faring Stone family or about the mysteries of Mars, she discovered that at least some

part of a child still lived within her, untouched by either cruelty or time..The restaurant wasn't fancy. A coffee shop. Aromatic bacon sizzling, eggs frying. The warm

cinnamony smell of fresh pastries, the bracing scent of strong coffee. Clean, bright surroundings..After Bellini left, Tom questioned Celestina extensively, with an emphasis

on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions. Without this distraction, in spite of her well of hope, she might have allowed her

imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred times over in her mind.."Quitting medicine?" Celestina asked, baffled by his announcement and his

upbeat attitude.."When we pull away, people are waving across the street at the UPS truck, and the driver, he sees them, and he stands there, kind of confused, and then

he waves back.".The universe was vast and Barty small, yet the boy's immortal soul made him as important as galaxies, as important as anything in Creation. This Agnes

believed. She couldn't tolerate life without the conviction that it had meaning and design, though sometimes she felt that she was a sparrow whose fall had gone unnoticed.

Barty sat on the edge of the doctor's desk, legs dangling, holding Red Planet, his place marked by an inserted finger..From late morning until dinner, people arrived and

departed, raised toasts to a merry Christmas and to peace on earth, to health and to happiness, reminisced about Christmases past, marveled about the first heart

transplant performed this very month in South Africa, and prayed that the soldiers in Vietnam would come home soon and that Bright Beach would lose no precious sons in

those far jungles..When all were gathered on the porch, lined up across the head of the steps and along the railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly of ozone and less

faintly of jasmine, Barty said, "Mr. Vanadium, your quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of Heinlein."."Once out of the coma and stabilized for a few weeks, I

was transferred to a hospital in Portland, where I had to undergo eleven surgeries.".Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of

interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were

enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..An alley opened on Junior's

left. He stepped out of the crowd, into this narrow service way shaded by tall buildings, and walked even more briskly, still not quite running because he continued to believe

that he possessed the unshakable calm and self-control of a highly self improved man.."Yes," she admitted, her face still close to his, "I'm afraid. But Dr. Chan is a fine

surgeon, and this is a very fine hospital.".Before Celestina probed and perhaps touched upon a sore tooth of truth, Tom launched into the story of King Obadiah, Pharaoh of

the Fantastic, who had taught him all he knew about sleight of hand..Now Junior threw back the covers and sprang out of bed. In double briefs, he restlessly roamed the

hotel room..The birthmarked man identified himself as Detective Thomas Vanadium. He did not use the familiar, diminutive form of his name, as had the doctor, and his

voice was as uninflected as his face was flat and homely..The dear man cried and kissed her scars and told her that she was as beautiful as any woman alive. They stood

then for a while, embracing, his hands upon her back, her breasts against his chest, and twice they kissed, but almost chastely, before she put on her blouse again..Why

Cain, even if he was the father, should be interested in the little girl was a mystery to Tom Vanadium. This totally self-involved, spookily hollow man held nothing sacred;

fatherhood would have no appeal for him, and he certainly wouldn't feel any obligation to the child that had resulted from his assault on Phimie..Channeling his beautiful

rage, Junior hefted the corpse onto the windowsill, and shoved it headfirst into the alley. The fog received it with what sounded almost like a swallowing noise..He hadn't

intended to enter the gallery. No one in his usual circles would attend this show, unless in such a state of chemically altered consciousness that they wouldn't be able to

recall the event in the morning, so he wasn't likely to be recognized or remembered. Yet it seemed unwise to risk being identified as a reception attendee if Celestina

White's little Bartholomew and maybe the artist herself were murdered later. The police, in their customary paranoia, might suspect a link between this affair and the killings,

which would motivate them to seek out and.Then the police in Spruce Hills would want to know why he had been screwing around with an underage Negro girl if his

marriage to Naomi had been as perfect, as fulfilling, as he claimed. Unfair as it seems, there is no statute of limitations on murder. Closed files can be dusted off and

opened again; investigations can be resumed. And although authorities would have little or no hope of convicting him of murder on whatever meager evidence they could

dig up, be would be forced to spend another significant portion of his fortune on attorney fees..Commit and command. It doesn't matter so much whether the course of

action to which you commit is prudent or hopelessly rash, doesn't matter whatsoever whether society at large thinks it's a "good" thing that you're doing or a "bad" thing. As

long as you commit without reservation you will inevitably command, because so few people are ever willing to commit to anything, right or wrong, wise or unwise, that

those who plunge are guaranteed to succeed more often than not even when their actions are reckless and their cause is idiotic..Beside her, the passenger's door barked

and shrieked as though alive as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her

heart.
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