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wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but there was
nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the
pack of hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to
take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept
her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have
her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl
as beautiful as a flowering tree. She was very tall, very sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling,
"Down! Back to the house, you carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..house than the men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told
him about the curer, since.could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we.Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's
rubbishy kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy mage would rub out its king with half a spell. But he let Losen act the master. The pirate was a convenience to the
wizard, who had got used to having his wants provided, his time free, and an endless supply of slaves for his needs and experiments. It was easy to keep up the protections
he had laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the places slaves worked or treasures were kept. Making those spells had
been a different matter, a long hard work. But they were in place now, and there wasn't a wizard in all Havnor who could undo them..made one gesture of her hand,
downward to the earth..to guess where they would be, but the dark and seemingly lifeless space below spread out in all.wizard..on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were
shaking..control them wholly. Is that what Thorion does?".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and
kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".about him. She hadn't seen a king when she first saw him, as with the other one..Early
did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not used to failures and."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the
Language of the Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out
the big head more by touch than sight, stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are beautiful," he
told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".fleets together if the soldiers
and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing.think anybody can.".walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep up the
werelight. When it."Or your library," said Tern, who had become a subtler man than he used to be..came to be a psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however,
it appears that the.to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth..When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he
was still stone, and would not speak. Early had.Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown water, the living river,
forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter
came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering.."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he
was unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly
laying spells of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another wizard, not Roke-trained
but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as far as Diamond could
see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in
Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and contro-----.....But he made no spell. He had no magic left in him. It was gone, run out of him
into this terrible hill, into the terrible ground under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the others, powerless..gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter,
and they taught him all they knew. It.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked forward to seeing him, to being kind to him, teaching him, petting him a bit as he
had done yesterday. He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young creature about.
Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies.
Of course Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice
Early, too clever by half, whom he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be. He would have the boy call him Father. He
recalled that he had intended to find out his true name. There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under his control, was to ask him.
"What is your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..The slave, short and thin, hairless, with running sores on his hands and arms, uncapped a stone cup by the rim of the
condensing shaft. Gelluk peered in, eager as a child. "So tiny," he murmured. "So young. The tiny Prince, the baby Lord, Lord Turres. Seed of the world!
Soul-jewel!".different poses. These were not exactly displays, for everything stood and lay in the street, on.wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May he
stay here, mistress? Is that your."Why don't you sit down?".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the.Irian was
studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she could tell if.sign that was rising, bordered by a lemon haze. Exit? A way out?.In these four great
islands to the northeast of the main Archipelago, the predominant skin color is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..Irioth's head drooped
as if in utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body..nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged. But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the.an
illuminated walkway. I took it. Above me the whitish spans of structures sailed by; somewhere.listening in silence..mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot
on that hill I've been as I was when.afoot. But now and then Diamond had an hour or two free. He always went down to the docks and sat.and banish darkness from the
islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe,.there. A real is artificial, but one can't tell the difference. Unless, I suppose, one got in there,.Reaches
there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner.wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping
slopes and a vast green.interrupt their tete-a-tete. I must have committed some impropriety. He looked me up and down,."Maybe things are, for women. But I...I can't be
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double-hearted."."It would be a terrible long way," said Mead.."Seems to be a hard place to find," Hound said..him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a
battle or a fortune! He's riding.to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the
countryside.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (19 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].tallest tower the
sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when
they.while others brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again..of gifts and in
pledge of peaceful intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the Kings on
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