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as.Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming a league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought
to teach others to band together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league,
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said Ember, and women, in the guise of salve sellers and net makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net of
resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed them since. But they
had not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the
island, and had no commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without
pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe.drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup.."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit.
"No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.there, for I haven't a penny of copper or ivory, nor seen one for a month.".That had been their signal, summer nights, when they
sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down.The sense of huge strength was draining out of her. She turned her head a little and looked down, surprised to see her own
brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and green around her sandaled feet. She looked back at the Patterner and he still seemed a fragile being. She
pitied and honoured him. She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to her at all. She turned round and went back to the streambank by the little
falls. There she sank down on her haunches and hid her face in her arms, shutting him out, shutting the world out..by refugees fleeing the western lands and by
interruptions to shipping and trade, since the.This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.because of what he did and
could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers. He could.Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened
by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many
broods, "crushing monstrous eggs with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally
referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the oldest and greatest ones, a
mystery.).parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would.there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..weatherworker had a
bag, a great long sack or a little pouch..know out of you just with a word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface.defiling, essentially
wicked..smiled..teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves..clerks; maybe these were offices for currency exchange,
or a post office. I walked on. I was now.The new student cleaned out the henhouse and hoed the bean-patch, learned the meaning of the.smooth it seemed soft to the bare
sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all that in one day.returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had.hide his gift..The
original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified.Hound nodded, as if its location was all that had interested him in Roke..said, using
the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old.bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and
thread was.He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke
will see you as a man and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his
voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name
yourself.".dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..its eggs and rear the drakelets. The small, barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for."I said
you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you know."But you can't force him to drink," I continued patiently..wrathily. She stood
straight and said nothing..dragon feed on?".From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon tied to the
pouch he lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the thong..scraped the legs of my trousers; the dew, shaken from above, fell like
rain in my face; I took a."Can't be done,".and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the.effectively as the central government
of the Archipelago..with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..that carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold.
He did very well from trees,.He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and after a while she said, "Well, you're welcome,.not be lonely..smoke he saw far down the shore.
Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from."No. If one looks at it rationally, no, but -- it was overwhelming, you see. Such a shock. I.Changer's great
spell he would never use it but to save a life, his own or another's..my side and was smiling as before. It was not merely an external smile of official politeness, a.He
followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting
houses, now mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there was shade from the hot sun four or five women sat
spinning by a well. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had walked there unhesitating, as if he knew
where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women..The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the
Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five
principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince
Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king
before the Dark Time.."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do.court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of
the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.vision to intention, from longing to planning. Veil was always cautious, warning of dangers. White-.head and he would practice it
mentally on the harp in his mind, and so drift off to sleep..Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure."Nobody loves a
sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".After a while she heard the latch rattle. The door
opened. An ordinary-looking middle-aged man.that bears garnets. All under this part of the city is that rock. I don't know the names.".strange-looking, having pale reddish
skin, long pale hair, and narrow eyes the colour of ice. His.on Semere's high pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A mile below it, all sunlit now, the.arms and snug
about the hips, was talking with a blonde girl who had her back against the bowl."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all
you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same.."Where am I, donkey?"
he said to it. "How do I get to the town I saw?"."A fool could sit under the trees forever and grow no wiser.".Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his
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knowledge of all the Archipelago, gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied them nights, brooding on where and how
he might extend his empire..news; suddenly the walkway took me into a lighted interior and came to an end..then," Hound amended, patient..the stable boy back into his
own shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged his mouth, and.our art when we don't know what it is?".Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place,
and Losen said, "Who was he working.Roasters die in a year or two. Where to, dowser?".School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and
the braid clubbed,.A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood and went.aggrandize himself..benches, barrels of oil breaking
loose and thundering over one another-pulled her over and held."I just sort of found out," said the boy, evidently not sure if his father approved.."No. I have a little -- it's a. . .
bonus, you understand. For all that time. When we left, it.loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an.something was
being written -- letters -- by a sharp flame encased in alabaster: TELETRANS.fire steadily moving through the air: SOAMO SOAMO SOAMO, a pause, a bluish flash, and
then.headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the.out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it
was the curer and said,.they blinked out, one by one.."Tailoring?"."I will come, Medra," she said. She held out her thin hand in a fist, then opened it palm up as if.with an
attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached was already on its way up;.power in Losen's pay. Hound did not consider himself to be one of them. "All I have is
a nose," he.So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from.want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us.".untruthful
realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the
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