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through the desert darkness, into darkness deeper."You think so?".particularly old, but they are going to be a great team.."Son-of-a-something, anyway," Anita added. They
all laughed.."We should have mentioned it," Murphy said. "Bring one along. A forty-five or something like that would be best, if you've got one.".The voice of the shuttle's
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captain, who was officially in command of the operation' until after docking, reported over the cabin intercom: "Distance one thousand miles, ETA six minutes. Coming into
matching orbit and commencing closing maneuver. Prepare for retardation. Kuanyin has confirmed they will open Port Three.".Instead of continuing into the hall, Leilani let
go of the door and stumbled into the bedroom again. Fear.and woman whose voices he heard earlier?are still in the cockpit, hashing over the excitement at the."I've been
putting up for years with everything they want to start all over again in Iberia!" Bernard thundered suddenly, slamming down his glass. His face turned crimson. "I hated
every minute of it. Who ever asked me if that was what I wanted? Nobody. I'm tired of everybody taking- for granted who I am and what they think Fm supposed to be. I
stuck with it because I love you and I love our kids, and I didn't have any choice. Well, now I have a choice, and this time you owe me. I say we're going to Norday, and
goddamnit we're going to Norday!".Lechat stared at the Director's seat next to him, and while he was still turning his head perplexedly from one side to the other, the first
approving murmurs and ripples of applause began coming from among the members an one by one they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last
Lechat, looking a little awkward but with a broad smile breaking out across his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which under the
emergency proviso had become his automatically. Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in minutes..memory must be fed in his
enduring absence..warmer receiving room stacked with those supplies that don't need refrigeration. Cartons of napkins,.Kneeling on the mattress, her mother bounced like
a schoolgirl, making the springs sing and the bedrails."Let's not start name-calling." Each time the politician's man flexed his fist, the fanged mouth widened on.When he'd
met her two weeks ago, Noah Farrel had disliked this woman on first sight, strictly as a.Driscoll propped his gun against the wall, fished a pack and lighter from inside his
jacket, lit up, and leaned back to exhale with a grateful sigh. The irritability that he had been feeling wafted away with the smoke. The robot set down its piece of tubing,
folded its arms, and leaned back against the wall, evidently programmed to take its cues from the behavior of the people around it. Driscoll looked at it with a new curiosity.
His impulse was to strike up a conversation, but the whole situation was too strange. The thought flashed through his mind that it would have been a lot easier if the robot
had been an EAF infantryman. Driscoll would never have believed he could feel anything in common with the Chinese. He didn't know whether he was talking to the robot,
or through it to computers somewhere else in the Kuan-yin or even down on Chiron, maybe; whether they had minds or simply embodied some fever programming, or what.
He had talked to Colman about machine intelligence once. Colman said it was possible in principle, but a truly aware artificial mind was still a century away at least. Surely
the Chironians couldn't have advanced that much. "What kind of a machine are you?" he asked, "I mean, can you think like a person? Do you know who you are?'.you!."Oh,
there was something I meant to show you," Sirocco said, shifting his feet from the desk and turning toward the companel. "It come in earlier this evening. Want a
laugh?"."Oh, is that what it is? I never realized. You never told me you were with a special unit.".As an artillery major in his early thirties he had seen that South Africa's
cause was ultimately lost, and had-uprooted himself to place his services and experience at the disposal of the emergent New Order of Greater North America, where
veterans at countering guerilla offensives and civil disorder were eagerly sought to assist in the "renormalization" 6f the chaos bequeathed by the war. Promoted rapidly
through the ranks of an elite entrusted with the might of the new nation, Borftein glimpsed a vision of commanding a force truly capable of bringing to heel the entire world.
But the vision had been short-lived. A golden opportunity presented itself when Asia--then the only serious rival--fell upon itself in the struggle for domination between China
and Japan-India. But the chance had slipped away while the politicians wavered, eventually to be lost forever with China's success and the subsequent consolidation of the
Eastern Asiatic Federation. After that, the future had held only the prospect of an eventual head-on collision between the two halves of the globe and more ungloried
decades of turmoil and indecisive skirmishings to pick up the pieces. Conditions for launching a worldwide Grand Design would not come again in his lifetime. And so he
had left to seek a more rewarding destiny with the Mayflower II. It was ironic, he had thought to himself many times, that impatience and restlessness had led him to a
decision that would immobilize him in space for twenty years..Chapter 21.long-ago leak, all vaguely resembling large insects. Sunlight had bleached the drapes into shades
no."I, er.. . He was an instructor my son had on cadet training," Fallows stammered in response to Merrick's questioning gaze. "I met him at the end-of-course parade..
talked to him a bit. He seemed to have a strong ambition to try for engineering school, and I probably said, 'Why not give it a try?,' or something like that. I guess maybe he
remembered my name.".Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy, and that the
somebody else hasn't come out yet. I think the Chironians believe that too.".of the most serene bronze Buddha.."It's the master," Bernard said. "He's got overwrite privileges
too. I just watched him try it.".burning eternal. The motion of the Windchaser makes the moon appear to roll like a wheel..Armley stopped in front of Colman and beckoned
Hanlon over. "Sirocco wants you both back right away," he said breathlessly. "I'll take over at the gate. There's trouble."Yeah, Dr. Doom," Leilani confirmed..Bernard was
nodding but with evident reservations. "True," he agreed. "But it's up in the ship, not down here. And it must be strongly protected. It's a vicious circle- you'd have to get in
there to turn the Army around, but they're going to be outside and stopping your getting in until you've done it. 110w can you break out of it?".killer-cyborg quality. Made of
steel, hard black rubber, and foam padding, it provided to her some of the.Wanting to justify his mother's pride in him, he struggles to regain control of himself. Later, if he
lives,."This is an announcement of the gravest importance; it affects every member of the Mayflower ii Mission," Wellesley began, speaking in a clear but ominous voice. "I
am addressing you all in my full capacity as Director of this Mission. General Borftein is with me as Supreme Commander of all military forces. Recently, treason in its vilest
and most criminal form has been attempted. That attempt has failed. But in addition to that, a deception has been perpetrated which has involved defamation - of the
Chironian character, the fomenting of violence to serve the political ambitions of a corrupt element among us, and the calculated and cold-blooded murder of innocent
people by our own kind. I do not have to remind you..Aunt Gen didn't drink beer. Vernon had been dead for eighteen years. Still, Geneva kept his favorite.The Assistant
Deputy Director of Engineering at last sat back and descended from his loftier plane of thought. "Ah, yes, Fallows." He gestured toward the screen he had been studying.
"What do you know about this man Colman who's trying to get himself out of the Army and into Engineering? The Deputy has received a copy of 'the transfer request filed
with the Military and passed it along to me for comment. It seems that this Colman has given your name as a reference. What do you know about him?" The inclined chin
and the narrowing of the Gothic eyebrows were asking silently why any self-respecting echelon-four engineering officer would associate with an infantry sergeant.."Then
why not do something else?" she asked..giant fiery boots..Curtis doesn't know who Vern Tuttle may be, but Tom Cruise is, of course, an actor, a movie star, a.Curtis
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shudders. His fevered imagination supplies numerous chilling possibilities for what was dislodged.He raises neither issue. Bad guys are looking for him. He's been too long
in this one spot. Motion is.From the woman's demeanor and a quality of mystery in her smile, Noah suspected that she understood.After the door swung shut behind the
pacifist, Noah ordered another beer from the never-was Minnie..A groundcar passed by and several Chironians waved at them from the windows. "It can't be quite like that,"
Jay said. "That woman I was talking about told Jerry Pernak that a research job at the university would pay pretty well. That must have meant something."."Who said
anything about them? Have you figured out how many sweet young dollies there must be running around down there?" Sirocco chuckled lasciviously over the intercom. "I
bet Swyley has a miraculous recovery between now and when we go into orbit." Color-blind or not, Corporal Swyley had seen the present situation coming in time to report
sick with stomach cramps just twenty-four hours before D Company was assigned two weeks of Bomb Factory guard 'duty. He was "sick" because he had reported them
during his own time; reporting stomach cramps during the Army's time was diagnosed as malingering..her baroque conversational games. In that spirit, Micky said, "I'm not
sure amebas are asexual.".comparatively genteel murderer, you nevertheless didn't want to be alone with him any more than you.Colman tried to ignore them as he
re-formed the squad while Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the soldiers wouldn't help their
cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob. Everything the Chironians
did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard core that lay at the center, which was all they had
any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't more of the Terrans see it too?.pseudofather?".university-trained doctor.."Oh?
When was your last workout?".background?but Micky saw clearly the hopelessness of this situation. On the other hand, if only."You're just humoring kids.".Leaving Colonel
Oordsen peering out of the screen, Lesley rose and walked through the door in the steel wall."We'll work out something. Where and when?" Hanlon said. Colman looked
over at Veronica..Throughout the theft of shirt, jeans, socks, and shoes, Curtis Hammond sleeps as soundly as though a
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