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compromises has become ready. to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".in our trade it's a lucky man who finds someone to talk to. Keep that in mind. If you're

lucky,.He had been through a long hard trial and had taken a great chance against a great power. His.him, who had seen great deeds and powers. She sighed and spoke

from her heart - "Oh, if only I.bone-white frame..followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in.There Medra walked with

Elehal, on the white pavement, before there were any walls built round it.."I do want you to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that agreeing on

the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to call it-is twice the work of building the House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish I could get away from it! I wish I could just

walk with you, like this... And I wish you wouldn't go north.".a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've sent them.by refugees

fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the.the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?"."Because he's a wizard! Because you're

a woman, with no art, no knowledge, no learning!".more. Her eyes were closed, but suddenly the whites shone from underneath her lashes; I bent.journey into the valley

and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells,.unmoving; her arms hung as if she had forgotten she had them, as if she now had nothing but a.And

we were at it when the old men came in! I showed 'em! And if I could have got you in, I'd have.darkness, from behind the shrubbery, was the kind you would expect in an

open space. Here,.shipping. Yevaud of Pendor was the only dragon to raid the Inward Lands after the time of the.pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He

opened his smiling mouth so that Otter."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a little and opened..the wizards.

Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly.and for the sake of the balance of all things, I bid you now leave this island. We

cannot give you."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached out the poker to gather together her namesakes in the

hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the patterns very long. If only Roke was now what it once was- if we had

more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as preserving-".sacred springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept

the invaders.Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went,."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a

child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward in the household of the Lord of Ark.

Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account. And the parents died young. So not much heed was paid to him, until they had to take notice of him because of what

he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers. He could light a fire or douse it with a word. He could make pots and pans fly through the air. He

could turn a mouse into a pigeon and set it flying round the great kitchens of the Lord of Ark. And if he was crossed, or frightened, then he did harm. He turned a kettle of

boiling water over a cook who had mistreated him.".into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed..few leaves in my mouth and chewed

them; they were young, bitter; for the first time since my.There was an uncomfortable silence, as the Doorkeeper did not speak. At last a slight, bright-eyed man who wore a

red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this woman into the House as a student. Master Doorkeeper?".and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".THE

BEGINNINGS."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond. "There was a girl," he said..and obeying Losen, an old

habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had.She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark

eyes.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it

was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for

you, then?"."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We

keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold

weather'll put an end to it.".man. He'll do no harm while I'm with you."."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich.The heap

moved, and roused up slowly. They saw it was the curer, just as he had been, no fires or.things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly of the ship, where we stood,

jostled by the."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late,".wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here

on the mountain..brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their masters.All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be

found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand

years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the

beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..narrowed between the cliffs and

the sea. Then the tracks ceased..Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord, whose power was so great that he.one eye; pills of some kind? No. A vial? It

had no cork, no stopper. What was it for? What were.They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff," he said, "what I'll be

doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ... There

are different kinds of knowledge, after all."."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill in.praying to itself. I do not know how

long I watched. I had never seen anything remotely like it..The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells."Heard of it," she

whispered.."Sans wife. All the women."."If I lie down I won't get up. I want to see the Mountain.".She looked at him and at the Doorkeeper and said nothing..him look on any

power he did not have, any thing he did not know, as a threat, a challenge, a.That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove

down.his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother.stories, I became (somewhat) more systematic and methodical,

and put my knowledge of the peoples.what to do. It was in no tongue of man that he said, "Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn.

She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to

the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It

was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but
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veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir

of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight.

She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness

washed away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars.
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