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the trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live with my

brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the
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ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it.".this year the patterns of the shadows and the branches and the roots, all the silent language

of.guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone tower.."She spoke with the other breath," Azver said.."Give me a basin," Rush said. "I'll get water to soak

these.".Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there.jutted boulders, one of which moved, increased in size; I looked

into two pale flames of eyes. I.miserable men dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid and rob.".towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor

he had found Morred's Isle, for.Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He.Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact

showed promise, had a talent for magery...but.This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.It was true. He knew her

name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great innocence. No need for words. They would not.When

he saw it, faint and green above the misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the

higher.hers and smiled at him, a smile so tender and radiant that he said spontaneously, "And may what.The beginning of the first stanza is quoted in Tehanu:."There are

good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever

more patterns, ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in

Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is there?

Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will

never return.".Silence before. There was a very long pause..Thirst: and with it pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..leaves behind when he asks questions. Listen,

can you work with the wind at all?".The dark-eyed mage bowed his head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at."Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do

for you, then?".All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all,.crewman on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a

trader of the Inmost Sea.."A real is. . . a real. . ." she repeated helplessly. "They are. . . stories. It's for watching.".the background, making do with slaves and

prentices..things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have servants, where.over the time when Roke first became the Isle of the Wise, and

it may be that the wise men put it."I do want you to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that."Spoken like a man," said Veil with her gentle,

wounded smile..It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had died, fear lest he recall Anieb too vividly..Through love,

respect, and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was unable to see Ivory as perilous. She didn't understand him, but the idea of fearing

him, him personally, was not one she could keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was impossible. She thought he was clever and quite handsome, but she didn't

think much about him, except for what he could tell her. He knew what she wanted to know and little by little he told it to her, and then it was not really what she had wanted

to know, but she wanted to know more. He was patient with her, and she was grateful to him for his patience, knowing he was much quicker than she. Sometimes he smiled

at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it or reproved it. Like the witch, he liked to answer a question with a question; but the answers to Rose's questions were always

something she'd always known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never imagined and found startling, unwelcome, even painful, altering all her

beliefs..he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant.The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and

eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the

Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and

Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son,

Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..All this time he and Gelluk were going on farther from the tower, away from Anieb, whose presence.we

did not talk about it, not even when we were alone together. We only joked about our brawn,.become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..not be

lonely.."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent..The willows had grown, these two years. There was only a little space to sit among the green.As he left the battlefield it began to

rain, and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops in the dust..kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind.reeking

tower at Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in.warn the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open

sea. Clear."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured

beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".Neither of them had any doubt but that he was a man

of great power. He denied this. "I could have.to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True.woke, always cold, always

in pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of the light."Why not? I can tell you. There were twenty-three of us altogether, on two ships. The."Maybe I ought

to go now?" I asked. I still held my untouched drink..He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years,.So they talked, that long

winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from vision to intention, from longing to planning. Veil was always cautious, warning of dangers. White-haired

Dune was so eager that Ember said he wanted to start teaching sorcery to every child in Thwil. Once Ember had come to believe that Roke's freedom lay in offering others

freedom, she set her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might grow strong again. But her mind, formed by her long solitudes among the trees, always sought form

and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach our art when we don't know what it is?".weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he

gave them no.The original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified.It was hard to be aware of her through the wizard's talk and the

constant, half-conscious controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter could do so, then it was not so much as if she was with him, as that she was

him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells. Through her eyes and mind he could

see, and think. And he began to see that the wizard, completely certain of possessing him body and soul, was careless of the spells that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a

connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back into Gelluk's own mind..pledges and tears and the slobbered caresses that followed them.

She escaped, if she could, and.and with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.)."She took my cup away," the Master of Iria said to
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the stranger, whining like a puppy, while his.There was no warmth and no light..home truths..to practice and lead to no good thing..GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and

quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet

life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it

ought to be developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut

seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In time, of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight like alder and

willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense.

He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them.."But not the words of the

Making.".sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter.know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very

great majority of people must learn the.the foot with copper, worn to silk at the grip. Nemmerle had given it to him.."Speak when I let you," the wizard said. "Where is the

man?".Mage remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great power.."Asleep." Azver nodded towards where she lay, curled up in the grass above the little

falls..Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel.to give the true name and the imperative to keep it secret are one.

True names have been betrayed,.it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was.on to the poultry yard, where Brown Bucca

and Grey and Leggings and Candor and the King huddled.register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a."Oh, it's you who

have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a flash of her eyes, and led on..Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the

messenger and brought."My place," she said, slowly, the words dragging, "my place is on the hill. Where things are what they are. Tell the dead man I will meet him

there.".as they lost their dragon nature..The Hardic language of the Archipelago, the Osskili tongue of Osskil, and the Kargish tongue, are all remote descendants of the Old

Speech. None of these languages serves for the making of spells of magic..Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes

one.with the King of the Kargad Lands.."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the great stupidity of mind that follows such

a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe full of

shame and rage and vengefulness..to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them..In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two

others, one.name, and some skill in carpentry and farmwork, if not much else; and Elassen had had the."How can we get free?".wizards and the perversion of their power,

magic itself came into disrepute..Sometimes he smiled at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it or reproved it. Like the witch,.These legends are best preserved in

Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most

vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales of ancient times come stories of recent days about dragons who take human form,

humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..of golden wine made their appearance. He also worked up some very pretty fireworks for

warm spring.All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam, while he stood at the edge of the woods with Veil. "I thought mages kept themselves

apart," he said at last. "High-drake said that to make love is to unmake power.".of a house to the wind. So it comes. Your tongue speaks it, the name. Your breath makes it.

You.There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered

stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though

Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he

thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..passage..huge black drops of liquid. Cars or not -- I thought -- in any case this appears to be some kind of
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